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The context of Bilingual Education (BE)
in Sri Lanka
* BE in existence in the Sri Lankan secondary

grades since 2001.

e Teaching of some subjects in English which is
the students’ second language while the
other subjects are taught in the first language

This leads to problems and challenges



Objectives

“to ensure that all students, irrespective of
socio-economic and/ or regional disparities
have the opportunity to acquire a level of
English proficiency adequate for higher
education and career advancement” (NEC,
2003, p, 178).




Achievement of objectives

* BE has not spread to all schools or all students.

* claims that some students who study in BE shift
to the monolingual education.

Objective of the present study
Whether this claim is true

Do students shift from BE to ME?
If so why?



Research Design

This paper is based on two studies
* Survey
e Case studies



Sample

Province/School Type 2 Total
Type

Western 7 4 1

Central 6 3 1 10
Southern 4 2 2 08
Northern 4 2 0 06
Eastern 5 1 0 06
North Western 4 1 1 06
North Central 3 1 0 04
Uva 2 2 0 04
Sabaragamuwa 1 3 0 04
Total 36 19 5 60



Data collection

* Interviews with the 60 principals
* Interviews with 3 BE teachers in each school

Using structured interview schedules



Findings

Shifters at A/L and O/L or before
Principal’s responses — Do students shift?

Mo o

6/% 38%
No 16 27 33 56%
NR 04 06% 04 06%

Total 60 100% 60 100%



Main Reasons

* no AL BE classes in the school

* parental pressure

e competitiveness of the exam

* students’ lack of confidence to answer in L2

* the effect the medium could have on the Z score

The percentage of students who change the
medium according to the principals vary from
20% to 100%



Teachers’ Responses

----

yes 120 70% 16%
No 42 25% 123 72%
NR 08 5% 20  12%
Total 170 100% 1/0 16%



Main Reasons

no AL BE classes in the school.

parental pressure,

competitiveness of the exam

students’ lack of confidence to answer in L2
effect the medium could have on the Z score

Both principals and teachers have stated that at

O/L or before if students shift it is mainly due

to low proficiency in L2

They also agree that if the students continue in

BE their L2 improve.



Case study findings
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Case 2 — ‘Upul’
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Case 3 — ‘Piumi‘grade 9
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Case 4 — ‘Isuri’ Grade 10
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What the findings reveal

e Case study data confirms the survey findings

of reasons for students to shift mediums at
A/L.

* However, those who continue up to O/L in the
BE appears to improve their L2.

* Need of L2 support at the beginning of BE



Suggestions

e Rethink about BE at A/L

- late and early exit programmes in other
countries.

e Support of the English language teacher at the
beginning of the BE programme

 Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL)
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